
Canberra
Canberra is the capital city of Australia. It is located in the Australian Capital 
Territory (ACT). It is an inland city, meaning it has no coastal borders.

After Federation, when the six states were united and formed the Commonwealth of 
Australia, the government decided the country needed a capital city. Both Melbourne 
and Sydney wanted to be the capital of Australia. Melbourne was a fast-growing 
city due to the gold rush, but Sydney was the oldest Australian city. 

After much debate, the government decided on a location in-between the two 
major cities. Due to its cooler climate and location, inland and being away from 
coastal attack, a location was found. During the interim, while Canberra was being 
constructed, Melbourne served as the temporary capital city of Australia.

In 1911, after the location of Canberra was decided, the government announced 
the Federal Capital Design Competition, which was an international competition to 
find a unique design for the capital city.

In 1912, it was announced that Walter Burley Griffin, an American architect, and 
his wife, Marion Mahony Griffin, won the competition and Canberra was constructed 
from their winning design. Canberra’s Parliament House was opened twenty-seven 
years after Federation.

Old Parliament House was where  Australia  met from 1927 to 1988. 
Important  decisions and debates about the newly formed nation of 
Australia were discussed in this building.  The old Parliament House had 
its own library, post office, dining room, bar, 
workshop and barber. It is currently used to
house  the Museum of Australian Democracy
and is listed on the National Heritage Register.

The new Parliament House sits on Capital 
Hill behind the older building. Construction 
started in 1981 and the design incorporated 
the shape of two boomerangs with a large 
flagpole at its centre. Parliament house has 
4700 rooms and approximately 5000 people 
work there on sitting days.
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Questions
1. 	Number the events below to show the order in which they happened.

Walter Burley Griffin’s design won the Federal Capital Design Competition.
The location of Canberra was decided on.
Old Parliament House opened its doors.
After Federation, an Australian capital city was needed.

2. Canberra is located in . 

a) NSW b) VIC c) QLD d) the ACT

3. Fill in the missing words.
After , when the six states were united and formed the Commonwealth 

of , the  decided the country needed a . 

4. Find and copy one word that means ‘global’ or 'worldwide'.

5. In what year did old Parliament House open?

a) 1911 b) 1912 c) 1927 d) 1988

6. Old Parliament House was like a small town. Why?

7. Why was the location of Canberra chosen?

8. Why was old Parliament House so important?
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Answers
1.	 	Number the events below to show the order in which they happened. 

3  	 Walter Burley Griffin’s design won the Federal Capital Design Competition.
		  The location of Canberra was decided on.
		  Old Parliament House opened its doors.
		  After Federation, an Australian capital city was needed.

2.	 Canberra is located in                                     . 
 
a) NSW		 b) VIC 	 c) QLD 	 d) the ACT

3.	 Fill in the missing words. 
After Federation , when the six states were united and formed the Commonwealth 

of   Australia  , the  government   decided the country needed a  capital city . 

4.	 Find and copy one word that means ‘global’ or 'worldwide'. 
international

5.	 In what year did old Parliament House open?  
 
a) 1911		 b) 1912 	 c) 1927 	 d) 1988�

6.	 Old Parliament House was like a small town. Why? 

Old Parliament House was like a small town because it contained its own library, post 

office, dining room, bar, workshop and barber.

7.	 Why was the location of Canberra chosen? 

The location was chosen because of its cooler climate, it needed to be inland because 

coastal cities were open to attack and it needed to be in-between Sydney and 

Melbourne.

8.	 Why was old Parliament House so important? 

Old Parliament House was very important because it was where all the states could 

meet to make important decisions and debate issues concerning the newly formed 

nation of Australia. 
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