
Eileen Collins

Becoming an Astronaut
•	Eileen always worked 
hard at school.

•	She loved maths and science.

•	Eileen joined the Air 
Force in America.

•	She was chosen to train as  
an astronaut.

Glossary
astronaut - a person who 
is trained to travel in a 
spacecraft

pilot - a person who flies 
an aircraft

shuttle - a rocket launched 
spacecraft

Dreams of Space
•	Eileen Collins was born in America  
in 1956.

•	Eileen had dreams about space 	
	 when she was a child.

•	She wanted to become a pilot.

Did You Know?
Before they can fly  in space, 
astronauts have to have 
hundreds of hours of training.

In 1995, Eileen Collins piloted a space shuttle called  
The Discovery.

In 1999, she was the first woman to be in charge of a  
space flight.
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Eileen Collins was the first woman ever to pilot a space shuttle.

Page 1 of 2



Eileen Collins
1.	 Circle the correct word to complete the sentence.  

Eileen Collins was the                woman to pilot a space shuttle. 

2.	 When did Eileen Collins first go into space? Tick one.

3.	 What did Eileen Collins want to be when she was a child? Tick one.

4.	 What was the name of the first space shuttle which Eileen Collins piloted?  
Tick one.

5.	 What do astronauts have to do before they go into space? Tick one.

2005

1995

1999

a doctor 

a clown 

a pilot 

The Adventure

The Discovery

The Starship

practise trampolining

have training

eat all of their breakfast

first second last
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Eileen Collins - Answers
1.	 Circle the correct word to complete the sentence.  

Eileen Collins was the first woman to pilot a space shuttle. 

2.	 When did Eileen Collins first go into space? Tick one.

3.	 What did Eileen Collins want to be when she was a child? Tick one.

4.	 What was the name of the first space shuttle which Eileen Collins piloted?  
Tick one.

5.	 What do astronauts have to do before they go into space? Tick one.

2005

1995

1999

a doctor 

a clown 

a pilot 

The Adventure

The Discovery

The Starship

practise trampolining

have training

eat all of their breakfast

first second last


