
Mindfulness 
 

As part of our well-being initiatives for the  
return to school, we will be continuing our short 

mindfulness activities everyday as a class.  
 

These activities have allowed the children to 
connect with their feelings and emotions both at 

the beginning of the day and in the afternoon. 
 
 

Times Tables 
 

Next year, year 4 will be taking the statutory 
multiplication tests. 

They will have 25 questions to answer with 6 
seconds to complete each. The test will take no 

longer than 5 minutes to complete. 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be preparing the children for this with 
counting and multiplication activities throughout 

the year however it would be greatly  
appreciated if this was a daily focus at home. If 

you have any questions about the test, please 
don’t hesitate to ask.  

Homework 
 

As usual, homework is handed out each week on a 
Friday and must be returned to school by   

Tuesday.  There is a writing activity,  spelling  
activity and a maths exercise linked to what we 
have been  doing during the week. If you or your 

child is unsure about how to  tackle the       
homework, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Spelling tests 
 

Continuing with the ‘Headstart’ spelling           
programme, children will learn spelling rules and 

apply these to root words. There will be a  
formal spelling test every four weeks which will 
assess how well children have learnt the spelling 

rules. There will also be weekly mini-spelling 
tests based on the spelling words the children 

have received that week for their homework. All 
spelling tests will happen on a Friday.  
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Humanities - Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This term we will be basing our learning 
around the exciting topic of 

Italy and Volcanoes! 
 

We will be expanding our geographical 
knowledge and skills and answering the  

question - ‘Why are there no volcanoes in 
the U.K?’ 

 
We will begin by conducting research into 

Italy and the way it compares and contrasts 
to the U.K in terms of it’s weather, cuisine 

and natural landscape.  
 

We will then move on by looking at Mount 
Vesuvius, specifically the eruption which  

occurred in 79 AD and what the effects of 
the eruption were on the country both in 

the short term and the long term.  
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers of children in Year 
4, welcome back to SJSJ !  

We hope you had a wonderful, relaxing  
half term! 

 
Year 4 showed great maturity in their  

first half term and we hope they keep it up. 
We have many interesting units of work to 

cover and we are all excited to start! 

Adults working in Year 4 
 

Mr Watson 
Miss Christian 



PE 
PE will take place on 

Tuesdays. 
 

The focus this half term is gymnastics. It is  
essential that your child has the correct school 

PE uniform for each session. 
 
 

Science 
 

In science, our topic is ‘Electricity’. 
 

We will be learning about the different     
equipment needed to make an electrical circuit 

and how we use electricity in our everyday 
lives. 

 
We will be working scientifically by: 

 Naming and classifying different       
components of an electrical circuit. 

 Making electrical simple circuits. 
 Comparing different electrical             

conductors and insulators. 

RE and Values 
 

In RE, our learning will be focussed around 
Christmas, considering the question - 
‘What do Christians mean by peace at  

Christmas?’ 
 

We will be looking at how Jesus spread  
peaceful messages and how peace is spread 

throughout the Bible. We will then look at how 
the church promotes peace in the modern day. 
This will then inspire us to look at how we could 

spread peace at Christmas and beyond.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

English 
 

We will begin our writing this half term by  
writing a biography about the Mali King Sundiata 

Keita.  
 

He had a very interesting childhood and was an 
extremely successful king. We will be  

researching the facts before compiling them  
into a biography.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Next, we will be writing a fact file about Mount 

Vesuvius to give to tourists. This will include 
some amazing vocabulary that we will be learning 

in our geography lessons. 
 

As a class, our handwriting is improving  
immensely. It would be greatly appreciated if 

this could be a focus at home too. 

Maths 
 

This half term, we will cover the concepts of 
multiplication, division, conversion, area and  

perimeter. 
 

The times tables we will be focussing on this 
half term are the 8’s, 7’s and 4’s. Please continue 
to practise all times tables at home because it 

really helps! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiplication and Division 
*Recalls X ÷ facts to 12x12 (including X ÷ by 1 & 

0 and X 3 numbers together). 
*Uses short X ÷ methods.  

 
Measurement 

*Converts between different units of measure 
e.g. mm to cm to m to km, ml to l, g to kg, hours 

to minutes. 
*Measure and calculate the perimeter and area 

of square and rectilinear shapes. 
 
 
 


